
Period 8 
1945-1980  

Key Concepts 
 

The United States responded to an uncertain and unstable postwar world by asserting and working to maintain a position of 
global leadership, with far-reaching domestic and international consequences.  
United States policymakers engaged in a cold war with the authoritarian Soviet Union, seeking to limit the growth of Communist 
military power and ideological influence, create a free-market global economy, and build an international security system.  
Cold War policies led to public debates over the power of the federal government and acceptable means for pursuing 
international and domestic goals while protecting civil liberties.  
New movements for civil rights and liberal efforts to expand the role of government generated a range of political and cultural 
responses. Seeking to fulfill Reconstruction-era promises, civil rights activists and political leaders achieved some legal and 
political successes in ending segregation, although progress toward racial equality was slow. Responding to social conditions 
and the African American civil rights movement, a variety of movements emerged that focused on issues of identity, social 
justice, and the environment. Liberalism influenced postwar politics and court decisions, but it came under increasing attack 
from the left as well as from a resurgent conservative movement.  
Postwar economic and demographic changes had far-reaching consequences for American society, politics, and culture. Rapid 
economic and social changes in American society fostered a sense of optimism in the postwar years.  
New demographic and social developments, along with anxieties over the Cold War, changed U.S. culture and led to significant 
political and moral debates that sharply divided the nation. 


Timeline 

• Berlin Airlift 1948-1949

• Korean War 1950-1953

• McCarthyism 1950 
• Brown v. Board of Education 1954

• Montgomery Bus Boycott 1955 
• Greensboro sit-ins 1960 
• Vietnam War ~1961-1975

• Cuban Missile Crisis 1962

• March on Washington 1963

• Kennedy assassinated 1963

• Civil Rights Act 1964

• Voting Rights Act 1965 
• Loving v. Virginia 1967

• MLK assassinated 1968

• Tet Offensive 1968

• Moon landing 1969 
• Equal Rights Act 1972

• Watergate 1972

• Roe v. Wade 1973

• Iranian hostage crisis 1979

Terms, people, and events 

• G.I. Bill

• Truman Doctrine

• The Marshall Plan

• NATO

• The Fair Deal

• Second Red Scare

• Dwight Eisenhower

• Containment policy

• Martin Luther King, Jr.

• SCLC

• SNCC

• Malcolm X

• Black Muslims

• Black Panthers

• Beatniks

• John Kennedy 

• The New Frontier

• Peace Corps

• Bay of Pigs

• The space race

 

• Lyndon Johnson

• The Great Society 

(know these programs) “Stagflation”

• The New Left

• Counterculture

• National Organization for Women

• Cesar Chavez

• American Indian Movement 

• Tonkin Gulf

• Kent State

• Stonewall Inn uprising

• Richard Nixon

• Nixon’s resignation and pardon

• Détente 

• Gerald Ford

• Jimmy Carter

• Panama Canal Treaty

• Camp David Accords


