
Period 7  
1890-1945 

Growth expanded opportunity, while economic instability led to new efforts to reform U.S. society and its economic system. The 
United States continued its transition from a rural, agricultural economy to an urban, industrial economy led by large companies. In 
the Progressive Era of the early 
20th century, Progressives responded to political corruption, economic instability, and social concerns by calling for greater 
government action and other political and social measures.  
During the 1930s, policymakers responded to the mass unemployment and social upheavals of the Great Depression by transforming 
the U.S. into a limited welfare state, redefining the goals and ideas of modern American liberalism.  
Innovations in communications and technology contributed to the growth of mass culture, while significant changes occurred in 
internal and international migration patterns. Popular culture grew in influence in U.S. society, even as debates increased over the 
effects of culture on public values, morals, and American national identity. Economic pressures, global events, and political 
developments caused sharp variations in the numbers, sources, and experiences of both international and internal migrants. 
Participation in a series of global conflicts propelled the United States into a position of international power while renewing domestic 
debates over the nation’s proper role in the world. In the late 19th century and early 20th century, new U.S. territorial ambitions and 
acquisitions in the Western Hemisphere and the Pacific accompanied heightened public debates over America’s role in the world. 
World War I and its aftermath intensified ongoing debates about the nation’s role in the world and how best to achieve national 
security and pursue American interests. U.S. participation in World War II transformed American society, while the victory of the 
United States and its allies over the Axis powers vaulted the U.S. into a position of global, political, and military leadership. 

Timeline 

• Purchase of Alaska 1867

• Annexation of Hawaii 1898 
• Spanish-American War 1898

• Panama Canal (completed) 1914

• Lusitania 1915

• World War I 1914-1918

• Zimmermann Telegram 1917

• Schenck v. United States 1919

• 18th Amendment 1919 
• First Red Scare 1919

• 19th Amendment 1920

• Dawes Plan 1924 
• Stock Market Crash 1929

• Hawley-Smoot Tariff 1930

• Great Depression 1930s-1940s

• Lend-Lease Act 1941

• Pearl Harbor 1941

• D-Day 1944

• Atomic bombs 1945

• Potsdam Conference 1945

Terms, people, and events 

• International Darwinism 

• Yellow press

• Sinking of the Maine

• Platt Amendment 

• China Open Door Policy

• Big Stick Policy

• William McKinley 

• Theodore (Teddy) Roosevelt 

• The “Square Deal”

• Trust-busting

• Muckrakers

• Progressivism 

• Howard Taft

• Woodrow Wilson

• Selective Service Act

• “Fourteen Points” 

• League of Nations

• Espionage and Sedition Acts

• The Great Migration

• Warren G. Harding 

• Teapot Dome

• Rise of nativism and the KKK

• Calvin Coolidge

• Harlem Renaissance

• Herbert Hoover

• Reasons and effects of the Wall 

Street Crash

• Hoovervilles

• Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

• The Three Rs

• The New Deal 

• “Alphabet Soup”programs

• Mexican repatriation

• Elenor Roosevelt

• The Dust Bowl

• Neutrality Acts (note there are several) 

• Japanese Internment Camps

• Island-Hopping

• The Manhattan Project 

• Zoot Suit Riots

• Harry S. Truman

• The United Nations



